Book Reviews
Anaphylactic Reactions in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, J. H. Levy; Butterworths Pty Ltd, PO Box 345, North Ryde, NSW 2113; $59.00; 160 X 240; pp. 173. This basic text is devoted solely to the subject of anaphylactoid reactions in anaesthesia and intensive care. It is divided into four introductory chapters on immunology and reaction mechanisms followed by eight detailing management.
The introductory chapters are a thorough but standard account of mechanisms and mediators. No real attempt is made to clarify the debate over reaction mechanisms and the opportunity was missed to define the subject's large and confused terminology. While space is given to mechanisms other than IgE mediated anaphylaxis, the author, in making the emphasis and title of the book 'Anaphylactic ... ' rather than 'Anaphylactoid .. .', is making his task easier but less worthwhile.
The strength of the book lies in the large section on immediate and recovery room management. This is practical and, although not everyone will agree with his management protocol (the use of crystalloids), well referenced. For the investigation of reactions, nothing is added to journal reviews already on the subject.
As an international publication, it was annoying to find the discussion of drugs causing reactions or used in therapy limited to those available in North America. On balance, I was disappointed. However, trainees will probably find the book worthwhile for study and it is useful as a practical account of management. 190 X 272; pp. 530 . The second edition of this text, edited by two people extremely well-known in the field of anaesthesia for neurosurgery, has also attracted a large number of prominent authorities who contribute their expert knowledge to this wellwritten book.
Most of the authors are from the United States and so the bias is towards the American point of view, but there are several Europeans to help balance this, and the editors could find no-one better than Bryan Jennett to write the chapter on 'Altered Consciousness and Coma' and to give a masterly coverage of the Glasgow Coma Scale.
All the well-known topics in neurosurgical anaesthesia are covered with extremely good chapters on cerebral aneurysm management, including a very good section on induced hypotension, and on spinal cord injuries.
This book, however, broadens the scope somewhat to cover areas of para-anaesthetic interest. Subjects such as the contribution of the radiologist to the care of our patients, the assessment of brain death, the long-term prognosis of head-injured patients and the management of pain are well covered. Chapters on free radical pathology and neurophysiological brain monitoring are also welcome.
The style of the book inevitably results in repetition of information and one is not always entirely in agreement with the American style of anaesthesia, but this book is a good contribution to the field. It is not a book for the browser but will reward the serious reader with greater knowledge
